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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impase new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities.

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards;
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid callmg cards are so0 prevalent in part becanse
they save consumers money.

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well, In particular, many low-income
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have.

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards.
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.

Smcmé@W. % /%V/’,” gon, [€xas

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator
Senator
Congressperson
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Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their commumhes

The Latino .community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards,

approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes

below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part becanse
they save consumers money.

With gas and milk prices ali'eady holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot

meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before |

getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected™ as we look for
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have.

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards.
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by keepllg
affordable prepaid callmg cards a pnority

Sincerely,

(% ﬂ[@ o~
Commissionef Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin .
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator
Senator
Congressperson
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Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or .
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities.

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards;
approximately 43% of Latino households wse them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes
below $20,000 bave used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because
they save consumers money.

With gas.and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income A
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phonc. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have.

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards.
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such -
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.

N0y Voo

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator

Senator
Congressperson

Smcerely,
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Povyell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities.

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards;
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because
they save consumers money.

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family roembers and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule mamy of the other daily appointments that we all have.

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards.
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority. ,

Sincerely,
’i) A TN ccas
ccs:  Commissioner Michael Co;&

Commissjoner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator

Senator
Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, SW.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or .
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities.

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards;
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because
they save consumers money. ’

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many Jow-income
.households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for
Jjobs, huat for houses, or schedule many- of the other daily appointments that we all have.

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards.
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of sucli
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.

Sincerely, W ' -

Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator

Senator

Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133

Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon Jow-cost telecommunjcations services to -
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce

new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend immediately harming milhons of
Latinos and other consumers nationwide.

¥ understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to Jocal
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates.
Students, immigrants, senjor citizens, and others face similar challenges.

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available — without them, many consumers
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, Jocal
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to 2
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please
look out for consumers and refuse 10 impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card

SBTV!CES
Sincerely, . M a, Q)
Al (AMD
ces: © Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator
Senator

Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W,

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities.

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards;
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre—paxd calling cards are so prevalent in part because
they save consumers money.

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumcrs hostage, we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income
bouseholds who are on fixed incomes depend entircly upon prepaid service because they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for

_ jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have.

I simply find jt unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards.
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.

Sincerely,

A

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator
Senator
Congressperson
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Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

‘Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133

Chajrman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities,

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards;
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the houssholds with incomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because
they save consumers money.

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, meny low-income
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service becanse they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “conpected” as we look for
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointruents that we all have.

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards.
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.

@Z@ e 9% b

ces:  Commissjoner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathieen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martit
Commissioner Jopathan Adelstein

Senator Rt hii sem
Senator

Qov.
Congressperson &*“-’ Y

Sincegely,
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communicatjons Commaission
445 12th Street, S W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell:

Iatino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in_
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce
new charges and fees npon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of
Latinos and other consumers pationwide. '

1 understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state™ access charges and other fees on
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates.
Students, immigrants, seaior citizens, and others face similar challenges.

As aresult, prepaid calling cards are the only option available — without them, many consumers
conld, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Ra:smg the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can lcast afford price increascs.

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantialty less affordable. Please
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access chargcs and fees on prepaid calling card
services.

Smcerely,

A

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathieen Abernathy
Comsmissioner Kevia Martin
Comumissioncr Jonathan Adelstein .

Senaor s&&% ohcson
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Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powcll

Federa] Commmunications Commission
445 12th Strect, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling ca.rds Ifyou
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities.

The Latino community is particularly sensxtwe to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards;
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, haif of the households with incomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because
they save consumers money.

With gas and milk prices already bolding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income
bouseholds who are on fixed incomes depend eatirely upon prepaid service because they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that Jocal phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone, With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “comnnected” as we look for
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointmeats that we all have.

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards.
Some of the pation’s Jargest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gam by keeping
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.

Sincerely, M%ﬁ M&/( -

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commxss:onm Jonathan Adelstein -

%Maﬁl%
Senator
Congres
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michzel Powel

Federal Communications Commissjon
445 12th Street, S.W.

‘Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Powsll:

_The FCC should met impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you
- move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities.

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards;
approximately 43% of Latino households vse them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes
below §20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part becanse
they save consumers money. )

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well, In particular, many Jow-income
housebolds who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “commected™ as we Jook for
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have.

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards.
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such
charges. The FCC should stand wp for consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping
affordable prepaid calling cards a pnonty

Teeaxn

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Aberathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator Hudchesrm
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Commmunications Commission
445 ]12th Street, S.W,

‘Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees npon prepaid calling cards. If you
move to increase the cost of these cards, yon will simply drive up the cost for minority or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities.

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards;
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part becanse
they save consumers money.

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well. In particular, many low-income
households who are on fixed incomes depend entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members end neighbors. We can use these cards 10 stay “connected™ as we look for
Jjobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have.

1 simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards.
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the largest beneficiaries of such
charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests over corporate gain by keeping
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.

Sincerely,

Haw. @MM %%4.

ccs:  Commissioner Mchael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioncr Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator Wt chesmn.
Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Comrmission
445 12th Street, S W. -

‘Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid calling cards. If you
movs 1o increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their communities.

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to amy price increase for pre-paid calling cards;
approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes
below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because
they save consumers money.

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed aud low income consumers hostage, we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well, In particular, many low-income
households who are on fixed incomes depend emtirely upon prepaid service because they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone. With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected™ as we look for
Jjobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have,

I simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards.

Some of the nation’s largest telepbone companijes would be the largest beneficiaries of such

charges. The FCC should stand up for consumer interests aver corporste gain by keeping
. affordable prepzid calling cards a priority.

) 00 M) T

ccs:  Commissioner Michacl Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Keviu Martin

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstem
Senator

Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chaiman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upot low-cost telecommunications services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to stayirig in
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immedjately harming millions of
Latinos and other consumers nationwide.

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state™ access charges and other fees on
certaia prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
cstablishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates.
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges. .

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option availsble — without them; many consumers
could, quite literally, be left witbout access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford pricc increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount fo a substantial increasc in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, cven when they do not sell the calling card to a
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card
services,

Sincerely,

£ W/é i( HALW//

4 3
ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps .

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Mattin
Commijssioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator 6_;‘414..

Senator Mc_

Congressperson

Chr
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Commumications Conunission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from Jooking for a job or affordable housing to staying in
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FECC is a proposal that would introduce

new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harmmg millions of
Latinos and other consumers nationwide,

Y understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordablc rates.
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges.

As aresult, prepaid calling cards are the only option available — without them, many consumers
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm individnals who can least afford price increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increasc in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the Jarge, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a
customer, would drive up prices; thns making these services substantially less affordable, Please
lock out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card
services.

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commtssronq‘ Jonatbm Adelstem .

" Senator s.eh-
Senator
Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Steet, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell

Latino and other minority comxpunities rely upon low-cost telecommumuaﬁons services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in
touch with family and friends. ButpendmgbeforeﬂleFOCm a proposal that would introduce

new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, xmmednately harming miilions of
Latinos and other consumers nationwide.

I vnderstand that the FCC is consuiermg applymg “m—smte” access charges and other fe&s on
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates.
Students, immigrants, seaior citizens, and others face similar challenges.

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available — without them, many consumers
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of cailing cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substaptially less affordable. Please .
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges audfees on prepaid calling card
services. .

Sincerely,

R o~

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps

Commissioncr Kathleea Abemnathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Comsmissioner Jonathan Adelstcin
Senator s
Senator Cocv
Congressperson a

(—41
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission -
445 12th Street, S. W,

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce
new charges and fees npon services npon which we depend, immediately harming millions of
Latioos and other consumers nationwide. '

‘T understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state” access charges and other fees on
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to focal
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates.
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges.

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available — without thexm, many consumers
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can lcast afford price increases. -

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the wtility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please
look out for consumess and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card

~ services. .
Tl 0 G
- ANT -
Ul @b -
2
ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy '
Commissiones Kevin Martin

Commissioner Jonathan Adclstein .
Senator @ Kt cborson
Senator lohn &"74

Congressperson
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commlsswn '
445 12th Street, S W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other mnionty communities rely upon Jow-cost telecomtmunications services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in
touch with family and fricnds. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introdace

- new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately barming millions of
Latinos and other ¢consumers nationwide.

T understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state™ access charges and other fees on
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
cstablishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates.
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges,

As aresult, prepaid calling cards are the only option available — without them, many consumers
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service, Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly hamm mdmduals who can least afford price increases.

Imposing in-state charges wou]d amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please

look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access chaxges and fees on prepaid calling card
services,

Smcerely,

\\w\@m\ 208 | Y

ces:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin

Comumissionet Jonathau Adelstem
Senator &—-M :
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Commmications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W,

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133

Chairman Powell:

The FCC should not impose new access charges and fees upon prepaid cslling cards. If you
move to increase the cost of these cards, you will simply drive up the cost for minority or
disadvantaged individuals to stay in touch in their commumities.

The Latino community is particularly sensitive to any price increase for pre-paid calling cards

approximately 43% of Latino households use them. Indeed, half of the households with incomes
- below $20,000 have used prepaid cards. Pre-paid calling cards are so prevalent in part because

they save consumers money. )

With gas and milk prices already holding fixed and low income consumers hostage, we should
not be faced with rising telephone service costs as well, In particular, many low-income
households who are on fixed incomes depead entirely upon prepaid service because they cannot
meet the credit rating or hefty deposit requirements that local phone companies insist upon before
getting a phone, With prepaid cards, consumers can make calls from payphones or the telephones
of family members and neighbors. We can use these cards to stay “connected” as we look for
jobs, hunt for houses, or schedule many of the other daily appointments that we all have.

1 simply find it unimaginable that the FCC would impose new charges and fees on these cards.
Some of the nation’s largest telephone companies would be the Jargest beneficiaries of such
charges. The FCC shounld stand up for consumecr interests over corporate gain by keeping
affordable prepaid calling cards a priority.

/):w ‘ P f\W

Commissioner Michacl Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Comnussloner Jonathan Ade
Senator [ nr
Senator 75|
Congressperson sg
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Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W,

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in_
touch with famity and friends. But pending before the FCC is a ptoposal that would introduce
new charpes and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately harming millions of
Latinos and other consumers natonwide.

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state™ access charges and other fees on
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means aecessary to subscribe to local
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates.
Students, immigrants, scnior citizens, and others face similar challenges.

As a Tesult, prepaid calling cards are the only option available — without them, many consumers
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service, Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers, Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect snch charges, cven when they do not sell the calling card to a
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable. Please
look out for consumers aad refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card
services,

smcuelvaK M (J,E/g &7//0

- ecs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Martin
Commissioner Jon Adelstein
Senator <
Senmator .t - .

Congressperson L.) J_b‘h (.U M)
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July 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell .
Federal Communications Commission -
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell;

Latino and other minority communities rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that would introduce
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immediately hanming millions of
Latinos and other consumers nationwide. '

X understand that the FCC is consjdering applying “in-state™ access charges and other fees on
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank accounts and other means necessary to subscribe to local
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates.
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges.

As a resuli, 'prepaid calling cards are the only option available — without them, many consumers
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases,

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, local
telephone companies to collect such charges, even when they do not sell the calling card to a
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable, Please
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fees on prepaid calling card

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
£ Commissioner Kevin Martin
W Commissioner Jonathan Adclstein
Senator @b
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July 7,2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communijcations Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133

Dear Chairman Powell,

I am writing to ask that the FCC not impose new hidden charges and fees on prepaid calling card
services,

Minorities, low-income families, senior citizens, immigrants, college students and military
families rely upon calling card services for a variety of needs. Many of these consumers do not
have a credit history, bank accounts, or the means to pay a large deposit for local telephone
service. For these consumers, a prepaid card may be the only optjon they have to stay connected
— to make phone calls to look for a job, for affordable housing, maks a doctor’s appointment, or
stay in touch with family and friends. These cards offer convenience and predictable cost, as
there are no hidden fees or charges. In economically disadvantaged areas, consumers literally
risk being disconnected if the prices of these cards increase. Prepaid calling cards are
indispensable to consumer groups because they are an affordable alternative to regular and
wireless telephone services.

But such price hikes are precisely what the FCC will do if it inflicts new “in-state™ access charges
and other fees on pre-paid cards. The fees would funnel directly to large local telephone
companies while the burden would fal] squarely upon those consumers that can least afford to
bear it,

Adding access charges to be paid to local telephone companies will substantially increage the per
minute charges on pre-paid calls, jeopardizing the benefits Latino and other communities gain
from these services. Please stop any effort to raise rates on American consumers and decide that
these services are not subject to the exorbitant new access charges and other fees. '

Sincerely,

ces: - Commissioner Michael Copps \/ :
Commissioner Kathlecen Abernathy \
. Commissioner Kevin Martin /1%
Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Senator Htchesan ’(ﬁL
Senator

Povrayn.
Congressperson (14 o, s A. &nu/ez,
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Tuly 7, 2004

Chairman Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

‘Washington, DC 20554

RE: WC Docket No. 03-133
Dear Chairman Powell:

Latino and other minority communitics rely upon low-cost telecommunications services to
accomplish many every day tasks, from looking for a job or affordable housing to staying in
touch with family and friends. But pending before the FCC is a proposal that wonld introduce
new charges and fees upon services upon which we depend, immedjately harming millions of
Latnos and other conswiners nationwide.

I understand that the FCC is considering applying “in-state™ access charges and other fees on
certain prepaid calling card services. Many Latinos, particularly those on fixed incomes or those
establishing a credit history, bank acconnts and other means necessary to subscribe to local
telephone service, rely upon these prepaid calling cards to stay connected at set affordable rates.
Students, immigrants, senior citizens, and others face similar challenges.

As a result, prepaid calling cards are the only option available — without them; mauny consumers
could, quite literally, be left without access to telephone service. Raising the price of prepaid
calling cards will directly harm individuals who can least afford price increases.

Imposing in-state charges would amount to a substantial increase in the cost of prepaid calls,
destroying the utility of calling cards to disadvantaged consumers. Allowing the large, Jocal
telephone companics to collect such charges, even when  they do not sell the callingcardto a
customer, would drive up prices; thus making these services substantially less affordable, Please
look out for consumers and refuse to impose new access charges and fem on prepaid calling card
services.

Sincerely,

ALhey Glod

ccs:  Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin Marﬁn
Comiss:oucr Ionatban Ad
Senatar
Senator J‘ aﬂ
Congressperson L/
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Asian n Federation
of New York

Jaly 13, 2004

Chainmnan Michael Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street, S.W.

Washington, DC 20554

Re: WC Docket §3-133
Dear Chaliman Powell,

On behalf of the Asian-American Federation of New York, { am writing to urge
the FCC not to impose new, hidden access charges end fees on pre-paid tlephone salling
cards. These calling cards are an important means for Asian-Americans, particularly
those on low and fixad incomes, 1o stay in touch, and increasing the cost of these gervices
will hit many of Asien-Americans hard and direcly in the pocketbook.

A recent study by AAFNY showed that more. than 80% of Asian senior citizens in
' New Yotk City have limited English skills, and that one-quarter live below the poverty

line. For low-income or fixed-income consumers, prepaid cafling cards are frequently the
most economic means of staying in touch with friends and family. In addition, many
Asian-Amnericans are mote comfortable with pre-paid telephone servics as they know
exactly how much they will be paying for the setvice rather than receiving a bill at the
end of each month. As a result, the Asian-American community is among the fastest-
growing markets for pre-paid calling cards, with 10% of Asian~American households
having used these cards.

But the benefits of calling cards are now at risk, and members of the Astan-
American community may soon ses prices for these cards increase, simply so large local
telephone companies cap collect inflated “access charges™ on this sexrvice. Atatimein
which gas costs over $2 per gallon apd the cost of other consumer products are rising, the
Asian-Americun community should not be asked to take money from jts pockets i place
it in the hands of some of the largest companies in America.

120 Wall Street, 3rd Floor, New York, NY 10005
Tel: (212) 344-5878 » Fax:(212).344-5636 » E-mail: info@aafny.org * Website: www.aafhv.ors
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consmers will insmedintaly feel the
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Comntlssioner Jonsthan Adelstein
Semator Chardes Schomner



